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Chastity in Pre-Islamic Thought

Assistant Professor Dr. Hassan Thajeb Al-Rikabi
Department of Geography,
College of Education for Women, University of Basrah

Abstract

Chastity is one of the noble moral values whose significance has remained elevated
across ages and eras, owing to its profound importance in both individual and social
life. In human existence, chastity represents a key to success, excellence, and
distinction across various aspects of life. When chastity is absent from any society,
vice inevitably emerges. Moral values constitute one of the most essential dimensions
shaping the spiritual life of human beings, regardless of the belief system they adhere
to, as they reflect the degree of refinement and moral elevation attained by both
individuals and communities.

For this reason, the pre-Islamic society was characterized by a variety of noble moral
virtues, among which chastity—across its different forms and connotations—
occupied a central position. It was regarded as one of the fundamental components of
sound human nature, guiding individuals in the pre-Islamic era toward a set of
virtuous values and distancing them from anything that might tarnish their character
or undermine their social standing. Upholding chastity and avoiding moral defilement
thus represented a core aspiration of that society.

Keywords: chastity, pre-Islamic era, immorality.
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