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Iranian-Soviet Relations (1959-1967)

Dr. Asmaa Jawad Kazem Ubaid Haddad
General Directorate of Education, Basrah

Abstract

In 1959, the Shah of Iran initiated negotiations for a non-aggression pact with the
Soviet Union. Soviet policy in Iran, reflecting its broader approach in the Middle
East, showed greater acceptance of Iran’s “national bourgeois” regime. This shift
involved replacing overt propaganda with more restrained criticism of
“reactionary” elements, alongside efforts to expand Soviet influence in the region
through generous and ostensibly “disinterested” economic aid. This contrasted
with Western aid, which was often conditional and tied to multiple political risks.
Iran and Russia (later the Soviet Union) share a long history of relations, dating
back to the sixteenth century during the rise of the Safavid Empire and its conflicts
with the Ottoman Empire, and extending to the 1907 division of Persia into
Russian and British spheres of influence. The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and
the adoption of Marxist ideology in Soviet Russia further shaped bilateral relations.
During World War Il, the occupation of Iran by the Allies, particularly the Soviet
control of the northern region, left a lasting impact on Iranian-Soviet relations.

Keywords: Soviet Union, Cold War, Iran, Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
Middle East.
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