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Interest in Animals During the Abbasid Era (132-656 AH / 750-
1258 CE)

Lecturer Ararat Ahmed Ali
Department of History/ College of Arts/ University of Soran

Abstract

This study examines human interaction with animals during the Abbasid era (132—
656 AH / 750-1258 CE), focusing on the status and significance of animals in that
period through a historical-analytical approach. The research is structured into an
introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion.The study highlights several key
findings: the Abbasids were among the first to establish zoos, historically known as
Lake Al-Wahsh, for entertainment and recreation. Economic factors played a
significant role in the interest in animals, as they contributed to industries such as
wool, textiles, leather, agriculture, and hunting. Veterinary science and related
studies also developed during this era, with notable scholars—including Al-Jahiz,
Abu Nasr Ibn Hamid, Omar Al-Muthanna, and Ahmed bin Hassan—making
substantial contributions to the field.
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