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Greeting with the Expression “Peace” in the Qur’anic Text: A
Pragmatic Study of Speech Acts

Prof. Dr. Injairs T'mah Yusuf
Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts, University of Basra

Abstract

The Islamic greeting (al-Salam) carries a pragmatic dimension beyond its semantic
one. This is revealed in Qur’anic texts where it appears within specific contexts
that highlight its significance in the social sphere, functioning both at the initiation
and closure of interaction. Moreover, the term is employed outside dialogue as
well, as it entails not only communication but also coexistence and the acceptance
of the Other.

Within the framework of Speech Act Theory, the act of saying salam is imbued
with illocutionary force that reassures the hearer, accomplishing peace and
tranquility, in addition to fulfilling the act of greeting itself. The expression (al-
Salam), through its phonological form, semantic content, and syntactic usage,
embodies these meanings. Its successful realization depends on the felicity
conditions outlined by Austin; conversely, the act fails when these conditions are
absent.

This becomes evident in Qur’anic examples where the greeting occurs in diverse
contexts involving participants of varying religious identities. Hence, the Islamic
greeting (al-Salam) exerts influence not only upon the interlocutors themselves but
also upon the external reality and the wider social sphere.

Keywords: speech act, illocution, effect, context, act of saying .
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