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Cognitive Semantics: An Applied Study of the Fadak Sermon of Lady al-
Zahra (peace be upon her)

Lecturer Dr. Ya‘rub Faraj Hajim
Basra Directorate of Education

Abstract

It is well known and widely accepted among researchers that language is a means of
communication and dialogue among its users. In reality, however, language is far more than
that—and far more powerful. In addition to being a tool for communication and mutual
understanding, language serves as a gateway and a medium for conveying the concepts and
knowledge embedded in the speaker’s mind, conscience, and inner self. Since a speaker cannot
articulate all the ideas and meanings circulating in their imagination, they carefully select their
words and sentence structures in ways that correspond to what they wish to express, the situation
they are experiencing, what they are required to say, and the seriousness of the stance or opinion
they intend to present. As a result, words and structures emerge in harmony with the meanings
and concepts that occupy the speaker’s thoughts.

From this perspective, the present study seeks to explore the meanings of words and structures—
particularly the metaphorical imagery—employed by Lady al-Zahra (peace be upon her) in her
Fadak Sermon. It aims to identify the meanings or cognitive implications that she perceived or
held in mind at the moment of using these expressions and constructions. The primary objective
of the research is to demonstrate the eloquence and rhetorical power of Lady al-Zahra’s
discourse, as well as her profound awareness of the significance of the words and structures she
employed.

The research problem lies in attempting to apply cognitive semantics to historical texts and in
uncovering the inherent meanings that motivated speakers to use specific expressions. This study
is neither an exhaustive examination of a poet nor a purely psychological or purely literary study.
Rather, it represents a synthesis of both approaches: it is literary when discussing the Abbasid
poet Abu Nuwas as presented by Taha Hussein, and psychological when addressing al-‘Aqqad’s
study of him. Al-‘Aqqad, a prominent figure in Arab literary criticism, played a pioneering role
in shaping and enriching critical discourse and establishing its foundations. However, his
approach to studying Abu Nuwas was largely medical and psychological in nature, which calls
for critical reflection. His study combined two important aspects: revisiting classical literature
through a modern lens, and integrating literary analysis with psychological interpretation. Hence,
the pressing need for this study and similar research endeavors.

Keywords: semantics, cognition, mind, the Fadak Sermon.
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