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Abstract

Semiotics, according to Michel Riffaterre, is an analytical approach that focuses on the study of
signs and symbols in literary texts—especially poetry—with the aim of uncovering deep
meanings and underlying structures embedded within the text. Riffaterre views poetry not as a
simple expression of direct ideas, but as a system of interacting signs and symbols that generate
multiple layers of meaning.

Poetry is characterized by its expressive density and economy, as it approaches concepts
indirectly and contains hidden and ambiguous meanings. This quality grants it greater scope for
experimentation and diversity in conveying meaning. This study examines the applicability of
Riffaterre’s theory to the poetry of Abbas Muzhir Al-Salami by analyzing the meanings of his
poems through exploratory and interpretive readings.

The poet Abbas Al-Salami seeks to convey semantic relationships of a causal nature, revealing
organic connections within his texts through networks of meaning and through the functional use
of signs and signals. These relationships fluctuate between the explicit and the implicit, and they
express both the internal and external components of the text.

Keywords: semiotics, poetry, Riffaterre, Abbas Muzhir Al-Salami, hypogram, structural
matrix.
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