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Academic Programs in Information and Library Science in Iraqi
Universities: An Analytical Study

Researcher Samer Sabah Majeed
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Abstract

This study aims to examine the educational system of Information Science and
Knowledge Technologies in Iragi universities at the postgraduate level and to analyze
the curricula adopted in this field. Given the growing importance of this specialization
in the information age, a careful analysis of its educational structure constitutes an
essential reference for educational policymakers.

The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and relies on content analysis of
course syllabi offered at the diploma, master’s, and doctoral levels at Al-
Mustansiriyah University, the University of Basra, and the University of Mosul. The
findings indicate that the curricula are largely similar, with differences mainly limited
to course titles. At the same time, the universities under study vary in the content of
the courses they offer, reflecting diversity in educational orientations.

The University of Mosul stands out for offering specialized courses such as Reading
in Information Science and Advanced Cataloguing, while Al-Mustansiriyah
University is distinguished by offering a doctoral program, albeit without sub-
specializations. The University of Basra, in turn, is notable for offering a higher
diploma program in addition to the master’s degree. The analysis also reveals the
absence of some core components of the field, such as the subject of Collection
Development.

The results underscore the necessity of establishing doctoral programs where they are
lacking and updating curricula to incorporate contemporary topics such as artificial
intelligence and informetrics. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance of
diversifying sub-specializations and enhancing coordination among lIraqi universities
with regard to educational content, in order to improve the quality of human resource
preparation in this vital field.

Keywords: educational system, information science and knowledge technologies,
curriculum analysis, curriculum development, higher education in Iraqg.
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