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An Analysis of Digital Maps of Urban and Rural Density in the Southern
Governorates of Iraq

Assistant Professor Dr. Wissam Ahmed Rasheed
Department of Geography, College of Arts, University of Baghdad

Professor Dr. Hussam Sahib Hassoun
Center for Population and Demographic Studies, University of Baghdad

Abstract

Nowadays, digital maps, through the capabilities of GIS software, facilitate the creation of
analytical maps and pattern-based maps at fine spatial scales, such as cities and residential
neighborhoods, as well as urban and rural areas at the governorate level. This approach has been
applied to the southern governorates of Irag—Basra, Maysan, and Dhi Qar—and within each
governorate according to its fifty administrative units.

Both qualitative and quantitative areal shading methods were employed. The qualitative method
was used to distinguish between urban and rural areas, while the quantitative method (choropleth
mapping) was used to represent urban and rural population densities. The analysis relied on data
from the Central Statistics Organization, based on 2017 estimates, and maps from the General
Directorate of Survey, resulting in the preparation of digital maps depicting urban and rural
density for each of the three governorates.

Keywords: digital maps, urban and rural density, southern governorates of Iraq
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