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The Role of Distance Education in Empowering Women
and Fostering Sustainable Development

Asst. Prof. Dr. Alyaa Hussein Khalaf Al-Zarkroushi
College of Economics and Management / University of Diyala

Abstract

Enhancing education is pivotal for the empowerment of women, as it is essential for developing one of
the fundamental human capacities: knowledge. Key strategies to improve educational opportunities for
women include: addressing female illiteracy by analyzing factors such as geographic distribution, poverty,
and family breakdown, and tackling high dropout and failure rates among girls. This requires increasing
female enrollment in primary, secondary, and higher education relative to males, extending compulsory
education to intermediate stages, enhancing the quality of government spending on education with a
focus on girls, and promoting participation in scientific, technical fields, and professions traditionally
dominated by men. It also involves supporting scientific and technological research and innovation
through business incubators and technical innovation centers, and revising curricula to integrate gender

perspectives.

There is an increasing interest in distance education in both developed and many developing countries,
acknowledging its vital role in educational systems and its benefits for human capital development.
Distance education not only fosters the economic and social advancement of women but also transforms
thinking patterns and lifestyles. It is a key tool for decision-makers across all sectors and embodies the
philosophy of lifelong learning, necessitating diverse educational resources. The central research
question is: How can education influence women's empowerment and contribute to sustainable

development?

Keywords: distance education, women's empowerment, sustainable
development.
Received: 28/03/2022 Accepted: 21/05/2024
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