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The Dialectic of Means of Expression and the Globalization
of Meaning

(Narrative as an Example)

Lect.Alia Hadi Salem
Lect. Dr. Rafid Abdul Hussein Khalaf

Abstract

Natural language is indeed a fundamental tool for expressing meaning across
different cultures and languages. However, it is not the sole means of
communication. For instance, we can interpret comic strips, silent visual
presentations, statues, traffic signs, and sign language for the deaf and mute
without relying on spoken language. These various forms of signs effectively

convey meanings and ideas independently of verbal communication.

Despite the varying ways in which each sign communicates meaning, it can be
argued that meaning has a core essence that can be conveyed to any individual,
regardless of their language or dialect. This view is supported by proponents of
general semiotics, who argue that meaning, whether in narrative or non-
narrative forms, can be expressed through symbols and mathematical signs that
are universally comprehensible. Thus, as long as meaning can be communicated
without spoken language, globally recognized signs can convey ideas and

meanings just as effectively as natural language.

Keywords: globalization of meaning, Greimas’s semiotics, tools of
expression, natural language, actantial model.
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