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The Intellectual Dimensions of the Imamate System in Kitab al-
Ghayba by Ibn Zaynab al-Nu‘mani (a Third-Century AH / Ninth-
Century CE Scholar)

Dr. Sarah Abdulrazzaq Zaji Al-Asadi
Department of History, College of Arts, University of Basrah

Abstract

Ibn Zaynab al-Nu‘mani, the author of Kitab al-Ghayba, noticed that when the
Shi‘a faced trials and doubts, many began to drift away from the teachings of the
Prophet’s family, the Ahl al-Bayt. This led some to lose sight of the core belief in
the Imamate, which calls for patience and resilience in the face of hardship until
the just rule of the Qa’im is established.

In his book, al-Nu‘mani highlights important ideas like the special status, sacred
lineage, knowledge, and wisdom required of those who take on the role of the
Imam. He argues that the Imamate isn’t something that can be chosen by election
or consultation but is a divine appointment meant to preserve God’s true religion
and to keep believers firmly connected to the Prophet’s family — who never
strayed from the right path.

Al-Nu‘mani stresses that the authentic teachings must be received directly from
the Ahl al-Bayt and carefully verified, so believers aren’t confused, misled, or
swayed by those with harmful intentions. Ultimately, his goal is to help people
come closer to God and to shed light on the true meaning of occultation and the
Imamate — truths that many have misunderstood or been misled about over time.

Keywords: occultation, al-Nu‘mani, Imamate, divine, system.
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