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Educational Reform Advocates in Iran (1871-1906)

Assistant Lecturer Ibtisam Saud Kannon
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies

Abstract

The issue of educational reform emerged as a major driver of change in Iran during
the Qajar era. Reformists increasingly called for comprehensive modernization,
after they were well aware of their country's backwardness and its need for reform.
As a result of the increasing centralization of education, the issue of educational
reform emerged and turned into a serious conflict between the modernizers who
admired Western civilization and its educational systems and the conservative
traditionalists who feared the negatives of that civilization and its systems. There
had to be an intellectual framework for the educational reform process to be a
planned project that could be followed by the executive authority represented by
the Shah. Many figures emerged in this direction, the most important of which
were: (Mirza Hussein Khan Moshir al-Dowlah and Mirza Malek Khan Sepahslar),
who played an important role in reforming the educational system in Iran. Through
their calls that promoted the adoption of Western systems in education.

Keywords: Mirza Hussein Khan Moshir al-Dowlah, Mirza Malek Khan
Sepahslar, Iran, education, Nasser al-Din Shah.
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