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Classical Rhetorical Argumentation and Modern Rhetorical
Argumentation: A Comparative Study of Frameworks and

Dimensions
Assistant Lecturer Fayrouz Khano Salim
Professor Dr. Kolizar Kakl Aziz
Department of Arabic Language, College of Languages, Salahaddin
University

Abstract

Argumentation is a strategy used by a speaker to persuade the audience, adopting a
specific mode of communication aimed at achieving persuasion, which lies at the heart of
human interaction and discourse. At its core, argumentation presupposes a disagreement
between the two parties — the sender and the receiver — over a particular topic, with the
former attempting to convince the latter of their viewpoint by providing evidence and
reasoning.

This subject has attracted significant scholarly interest, with researchers exploring it from
rhetorical, linguistic, semantic, and pragmatic perspectives. This study seeks to compare
classical Arabic and modern Western approaches to argumentation. In Western thought,
argumentation has historically been linked to rhetoric and persuasive discourse, going
back to ancient Greece, particularly among the Sophists, who viewed it as a means of
reclaiming lost rights. It then received focused attention from philosophers such as
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle, for whom rhetoric was a distinguished art of public speech.
From there, rhetoric became the foundation of Western argumentation studies, extending
into the modern era, as seen in the work of Perelman and Ducrot through their theories of
rhetorical argumentation and linguistic argumentation.

As for argumentation in the Arab tradition, it can be traced in the writings of Arabic
scholars such as Al-Jahiz in Al-Bayan, Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani in Al-Nazm, Al-Sakkaki in
Al-Istidlal, and Al-Khatib al-Qazwini in the art of rhetorical speech and discourse. The
ultimate goal of Arabic rhetoric was also persuasion, achieved by stimulating the
audience’s mind through various means and influencing their response. Thus, the point of
convergence between classical Arabic and modern Western rhetorical traditions lies in
their shared aim of persuasion, which remains the essence of argumentation.

Keywords: argumentation, rhetorical argumentation, reasoning, sophistry.
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