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Iraqi Criminal Policy Regarding Women’s Rights

Researcher: Salwa Nawzad Kazem
Assistant Professor Dr. Mohammed Redha Al-Dhafiri
Payame Noor University / Tehran/ Iran

Abstract

This study looks into how Iraqi criminal policy addresses women’s rights by
examining the laws that are supposed to protect women and how well these laws
actually work in practice. While Irag has made important legal strides to support
women’s rights, there are still many challenges—both in the laws themselves
and in how they’re enforced—that prevent these protections from fully taking
effect.

The research reviews key parts of Iragi law, including the constitution, penal
code, personal status laws, and regulations on domestic violence and women’s
workplace rights. It also compares these laws with international standards like
the CEDAW agreement, to see how well Iraq’s policies line up with global
commitments.

What the study finds is that there are significant legal gaps—some forms of
violence against women aren’t clearly criminalized, and some laws still contain
discriminatory language. Beyond that, social customs, weak enforcement, and a
general lack of awareness about women’s rights make it hard for the laws to
have real impact.

The study recommends updating laws to ensure true gender equality, improving
enforcement mechanisms, and raising public awareness about women’s rights. It
also emphasizes the need for stronger collaboration between government
agencies and civil society groups to better protect Iraqi women and help build a
fairer society for everyone.

Keywords: criminal policy, women’s rights, Iraqi legislation, legal
protection, equality, violence against women.
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