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Intertextuality in the Structure of Iragi Music and Song: Selected
Models

Asst. Lecturer Ali Issa Hameed
Department of Musical Arts / College of Fine Arts / University of Basrah

Abstract

The present study addresses intertextuality in selected models of Iraqi music
and songs, revealing its types, sources, levels, and artistic mechanisms.
Considering music as a communicative event and a text with various textual
elements, this perspective allows for the examination of music as a set of creative
texts that interact and intertwine with one another. The study adopts a descriptive-
analytical methodology and analyzes four selected samples encompassing both
music and singing in the Iragi context. A carefully designed analytical tool was
employed to achieve the research objectives, structured around three core axes: (1)
types of intertextuality, (2) mechanisms of intertextuality, and (3) sources of
intertextuality. Through this framework, the research reached several conclusions,
the most significant of which is that it is difficult to provide a singular, precise, and
comprehensive definition of intertextuality. Likewise, categorizing its types and
mechanisms in a universally accepted manner proves to be equally challenging,
leaving the concept open to multiple interpretations. However, the central premise
underpinning these interpretations is that intertextuality constitutes relationships
between two or more texts occurring simultaneously. As a textual form, music
represents a network of intertwined relationships at both the formal and semantic
levels, where certain elements imitate others through mechanisms of absorption
and transformation, resulting in textual overlap. Intertextuality may thus represent
a phase in the evolution of the musical text. Despite the diversity of its sources,
musical intertextuality largely originates from secular music and singing traditions.
It often emerges in the early stages of an artist’s development as a means of self-
discovery and stylistic formation, but tends to diminish significantly as the artist
matures.
Keywords: Intertextuality, structure, lragi music, lragi singing.
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