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The Role of Iragi Officers in the Najd-Hejaz Conflict (1919-1925)

Assistant Lecturer Karar Haider Hamza
Center for Basra and Arabian Gulf Studies / University of Basrah

Abstract

Iragi officers played an important role in the Najd-Hejaz conflict between
1919 and 1925. They helped build and train the regular army in Hejaz, taking on
leadership roles and providing much-needed military expertise. One of their most
significant contributions was during the Battle of Turaba in 1919, a key moment in
the conflict. Even though the Hejaz army faced setbacks, these officers remained
committed to their duties. Many eventually returned to Iraq after the national
government was established in 1921, but their influence stayed strong, and they
continued to be trusted in Hejaz’s military affairs.
Sharif Hussein showed great trust in Iraqgi officers by appointing Major General
Sabri Pasha al-Azzawi as Minister of War and giving Jamil al-Rawi command over
Medina’s garrison. As the Kingdom of Hejaz faced increasing political and
military difficulties, these officers confronted many challenges. Still, they carried
out their responsibilities with dedication despite internal divisions that eventually
contributed to the fall of Hejaz to Abdul Aziz Al Saud’s forces in 1925.

Keywords: lraqi officers, Sharif Hussein, Abdul Aziz Al Saud, Najd-Hejaz
conflict.
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