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Russian Diplomatic Missions to Iran during the Reign of Shah Sultan
Husayn (1708-1719)

Dr. Uday Sami Faris
General Directorate of Education, Basra Province

Abstract

Diplomatic missions played a crucial role in shaping political and economic
affairs. The seventeenth century saw a boom in diplomatic ties between major powers
across Asia and Europe, with exchange of envoys becoming a key part of how these
relationships worked. In this setting, the connection between Tsarist Russia and the
Safavid Empire in Iran stood out, marked by a series of missions that reflected their
shared interests and the geopolitical challenges they faced.
Russia aimed to increase its influence in the Caucasus and build closer ties with the
Safavids to push back against the Ottoman threat. On the other hand, the Safavids
welcomed this alliance as a chance to gain a strong Christian partner in their ongoing
conflict with the Ottomans. These Russian missions weren’t just about politics—they
also had commercial and religious goals, and they marked some of Russia’s first
moves toward engaging with the Islamic East, especially with hopes of gaining
access to warm-water ports. Looking closely at these missions helps us better
understand the complex international dynamics of that time.

Keywords: Peter the Great, diplomatic missions, diplomacy, Shah Sultan Husayn,
Russia, Safavids.
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(*) Nawal Kashish Al Zubaidia, Russian-Iranian Relations in the Safavid and Qajar Era: A Historical Study ,
International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and Change. Volume 8, Issue 10, 2019, p : 359.
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