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Musical Structuring Features in Mikhail Naimy’s Ghirbal (1923): A

Critical Study
Dr. Jawaher bint Abdullah Al-Osaimi
College of Arts and Humanities, Al-Baha University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

Abstract

The conflict between the old and the new is an eternal one, woven through every
age. At its core, it reflects a clash of souls, ideas, and creative visions. One telling
example of this struggle is the criticism voiced by the Lebanese writer Mikhail
Naimy (1889-1988) against traditional Arabic prosody and rhyme in his influential
critical work Al-Ghirbal (The Sieve). Recognizing poetry as an inherently musical
art, this study explores how Naimy viewed the role of meter and rhyme within
poetic expression.

The introduction sketches a brief portrait of Naimy’s life and the intellectual
environment that shaped him. The first section considers what drove him to
challenge the Khalilian system of prosody, noting how his era was marked by
intense literary and intellectual ferment. The second section delves into Naimy’s
nuanced stance on Khalilian metrics, showing how he balanced respect for its place
in tradition with a call for innovation. For Naimy, true poetic creativity was
anchored in thought, meaning, and unfettered imagination — a process that begins
within the poet’s own spirit. In this light, he argued that poets should not feel
bound by rigid meters and rhymes, but instead be free to develop a personal
musicality that better serves their artistic vision.

Keywords: Mikhail Naimy, musical structure.
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