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Geographical Distribution of Waste Recycling Industry and
the Role of Natural Factors in Its Localization in Basra
Governorate

Res. Ahmed Razzagq Hamid

Prof. Dr. Rashid Abdul Rashid Al-Sharifi

Department of Geography and Geographic Information Systems /
College of Arts / University of Basrah

Abstract

The recycling industry is one of the crucial sectors that contributes to
industrial, economic, and social activity. This industry provides new products
using materials that have been previously used, which are low-cost and
abundant, thereby reducing production costs and minimizing the amount of
waste discharged into the environment. Additionally, it creates job
opportunities and supports economic development by supplying essential
products, whether as final goods or semi-processed raw materials used in
various industries, thus creating an important industrial linkage between
different sectors.

Natural factors in Basra Governorate have significantly contributed to the
localization and geographical distribution of these industries. The
governorate’s geographical location, situated in southern Iraq and overlooking
the Arabian Gulf, has made it a key center for sourcing raw materials and
distributing the products of the recycling industry throughout Iragq. Moreover,
the climatic conditions of the region have influenced the recycling industry, as
the availability of water plays a significant role in many recycling operations,
including manufacturing, cleaning, and cooling processes. Additionally,
surface features and geological composition also play a role in the development
of recycling industries.

The recycling industry in the study area is diverse, covering six types: (metal
recycling, plastic recycling, oil recycling, semi-manufactured materials
recycling, battery recycling, and recycling machinery and robotics). These
industries are distributed across three districts: (Basra, Al-Zubair, and Al-
Qurna), with a total of 52 industrial establishments employing 1,328 workers.

Keywords: Recycling, Industry, Waste, Plastic.
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