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The Cuban Intervention and Its Role in Ending the Apartheid
System in South Africa (1961-)

Dr. Saif Moataz Omar Al-Manaser
Department of History / College of Education for Women / University of

Basrah

Abstract

Since the success of its revolution in 1959, the Cuban government developed a
unique relationship with African countries seeking liberation from imperialist
colonization, which elevated Cuba's standing in its foreign policy. This was
demonstrated through Cuba's support and solidarity with national liberation
movements and its opposition to apartheid in Africa. The peak of this support
occurred between 1975 and 1991 in Angola, where more than 30,000 Cuban
soldiers served, with over 2,000 losing their lives, in efforts to end African
colonialism and apartheid policies. This stance aligned with Cuba's identity, rooted
in its Black immigrant population, as it viewed itself as part of the African world.
The pivotal role Cuba played in the process leading to the collapse of apartheid in
South Africa is a significant chapter in the broader African struggle for freedom.

Keywords : Cuba, South Africa, apartheid, Angola, South African Communist
Party, South African National Party.
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