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The Foreign Relations of the Kingdom of Mitanni
1550-1260 BC

Dr. Imad Shaker Ahmed
Department of History / College of Arts / Salahaddin University

Abstract

The Kingdom of Mitanni was one of the most prominent powers in the Ancient
Near East during the second millennium BC, alongside the neighboring Hittite
Kingdom and the distant Egyptian Kingdom. Its primary conflict was with the
Hittites, due to their geographical proximity and mutual expansionist ambitions.
This rivalry persisted until the final decades before the collapse of Mitanni in the
mid-13th century BC, followed shortly by the fall of the Hittite kingdom. The
Hittites were known for their expansionist policies, their focus on occupying
northern Syria, pushing southward, and their desire to control the eastern
Mediterranean coast. They had a large, well-trained army to pursue these
objectives. Despite this, the Kingdom of Mitanni successfully resisted Hittite
incursions, defended its territories, and even expanded westward beyond its core
regions, reaching the western Euphrates and the Gulf of Iskenderun on the northern
coast of the eastern Mediterranean. The Mitanni-Egyptian alliance, combined with
internal crises and economic instability in the Hittite kingdom, were key factors in
the Mitanni’s ability to achieve these goals.

Keywords : The Mitannians, the Hittites. Ancient Egypt, Ancient Near East,
Fourteenth Century B.C .
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