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The Correspondences of the American Consular
Agency as a primary source to history of Basrah at

the beginnings of the 20" Century
Most of historians who are specialists in the history of Basrah
confine themselves to a limited sources such as British , Ottoman
, and native documents forgetting another available source ,
namely the documents of the United States of America's
Consular Agency at Basrah . This paper aims to attract attentions
of interested researchers to that independent source which
contains some important political , economic , and social reports
of Basrah covering the period of 1900 to 1915 and beyond . It
also evaluates the importance of that source and describes its

contains .
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Bagdad , Turkey , April 28 , 1908 .

No. 370.
G. Bie Ravndal, Esquire ,

American Consul — General, Beirut, Syria.
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American Consul .
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American Consular Service
Bussorah, Turkey , October 15, 1911.
No. 376
James Scott Levack ,Esquire,
Vice & Deputy Consul , Bagdad .
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S. Dods
Consular Agent .
(£) pbu Gala
American Consul ,
Bagdad , Turkey, August 4, 1911 .
M. C. No. 470
Samuel Dods , Esquire ,
American Consular Agent , Bassorah.
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American Vice & Deputy Consul .
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(7) NARA , RG 84, No. 361 , Am. Con. Agent , Bas. , to
Am. Vice & Dep. Con. , Bag. , dated 27.6.1911.
(8) NARA , RG 84 , " Annual Report of Bagdad Consular
District in 1911 ", by Am. Con. , Bag. , dated 30.7.1912 .
(99 NARA, RG 84, File No. 600 , Am. Con. , Bag. , to Am.
Con. Agent , Bas. , dated 17.3.1913 .
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(11) NARA , RG 84, No. 35, S. Toukholka , Bas. , to Mr. E.
Sauer , Bag. , dated 8.2.1912 .
(12) NARA, RG 84, No. 317, Acting Am. Con. Agent , Bas.
, to Am. Con. , Bag. , dated 5.3.1910 .
(13) NARA , RG 84 , No. 46 , " Transmitting Passport
Application ", by Am. Con. , Bag. , dated 5.12.1908 .
(14) NARA , RG 84, Am. Amb. , Const. , to Am. Con. ,
Bag. , dated 3.6.1912.
(15) NARA , RG 84, Dr. Zwemer , Bahrain , to E. Sauer , Bag.
, dated 8.1.1912 .
(16) NARA , RG 84 , M.C. No. 42 , E. Sauer , Bag. , to Dr.
S.M. Zwemer , Bah. , dated 22.1.1912 .
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(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)
(23)

(24)

(25)

NARA , RG 84, No. 25, Am. Vice Con. In Charge , Bag. ,
to the Sec. of St., Wash. , dated 9.12.1913 ..

NARA , RG 84 , Am . Con. Agent , Bas. , to Am. Con. ,
Bag. , dated 18.3.1912 .

NARA , RG 84, No. 478 , Am. Con. , Bag. , to Am. Con.-
Gen. , Beirut , dated 28.9.1908 .

NARA , RG 84, John VanEss, Bas. , to Am. Con. , Bag. ,
dated 12.10.1908 .

NARA , RG 84, No. 27, Am. Con., Bag. , to Am. Amb. ,
Const. , dated 22.9.1908 .

NARA , RG 84, No. 478, op.cit.

NARA , RG 84, No. 291, Am. Con. Agent, Bas. , to Am.
Con. , Bag. , dated 10.2.1909 .

NARA , RG 84 , Am. Con. Agent , Bas. , to Am. Con. ,
Bag. , dated 20.11.1909 .

Bailey , T.A. , A Diplomatic History of the American
People , 10" Edition , N. Jersey , 1980 , p. 511 .
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