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The Establishment of the Russian — American
Company in the North Cost of the Pacific Ocean in
1799

(PhD)
Asst. Prof. Mishaal Mifrih Dhahir
University of Basrah/ College of Arts

ABSTRACT

Russia was able to expand its influence to the northwest coast of the
pacific Ocean after its success in the Beiring campaign in 1744 and the
following campaigns, especially that of the merchant and explorer
Shilkhof. That expansion was only possible after the establishment of
the Russian -American company by the act of Caesar Bafil the first
in 1799 which awarded the Russian merchants the right of monopoly
of Fur trade in the northwest coast and prevented their competitors of
the other foreign companies there.. According to that act, the
company became responsible for applying Russian law in a way that
achieved Russian interests and maintained areas of influence in the
northwest Coast of the Pacific Ocean. Thus, the establishment of the
Russian company was an inevitable necessity to maintain the Russian
existence in the Northwest coast to an extent that that area came to
be called Russian America till it was sold to the United States of
America in 1867.Before that it was a Russian colony run by the
Russian-American
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Letter from Baranov to Shelikhov and Polevoi:«

sent from Paul’s Harbor (present site of the town of Kodiak)May
20, 1795

Dear Sirs:
Grigorei Ivanovich! Aleksei Evsev’evich!

I had the honor to receive your letter with a very long number but
without month and date. The letter arrived on the vessel Tri
Sviatitelia, with Father Archimandrite, on September 24th. | read
it with extreme politeness, in spite of the fact that you consider me
not as a friend, but as a lowly slave who serves only for his own
interest and gain, and is not worthy of the important position of
manager of the colonies. If you think that I do not know the
difference between sending a boat across the river and a ship to
Okhotsk, and so on and so forth, I am going to answer every part of
your letter following my rules of righteousness to which | have
always adhered without fear of the strong and powerful of this
world.

As to the first part of your letter, | will speak only about the
shipping of furs.

You repeat several times that the Simeon left with a cargo of
stones [ballast?] instead of sea otters. Sea otters are not caught in
the same way that humpback salmon are caught in Okhotsk, but
over a distance of 2,000 versts, from Unga to Yakutat.

At Sutkhum and at Kenai Bay the hunting has been getting
constantly poorer:

and now amounts to nothing as the experiences of last summer
and of this spring demonstrated.
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ithout speaking of other places the route to Yakutat alone is
hard on the natives. Imagine the poor natives making this journey
both ways, 2,000 versts in narrow baidarkas [kayaks] without sails
— using only paddles. They have to endure hunger on the way and
often perish in stormy seas because this coast offers no adequate
shelter. In places where the natives are not subjugated they are
always in constant danger of attack by the bloodthirsty inhabitants
of these regions. It is under these conditions that they have to hunt
sea otters. ...

In April of . . . 1794, an English expedition showed up here. It
consisted of two ships, one under command of Captain Vancouver
and the other under Lieutenant Puget.

They passed Kodiak and without stopping sailed to Kenai Bay
[Cook Inlet] and to Kamyshak Bay, making a thorough survey.
They were looking for a passage or a strait to Hudson’s Bay that
does not exist. They were very eager to get information from our
people and wanted to see me but | was detained at Kodiak on
business and could not see them. . . . They were friendly and fair
with our men.

. . .Beyond Bristol Bay, from the big Aglurmiut [Yup’ik] village,
we got by accident from the northern Alaska Peninsula two girls,
prisoners. They were brought to me« and after obtaining from them
all the information needed, | ransomed them, gave them presents,
and sent one of them with Grigorei Raskashchikov, and with some
of the bravest of the newly baptized natives for a peace parley. |
don’t know the result of it yet — judging by what | have heard from
the girls, there are no great opportunities for trade there— but
from them we can find out about the Kwikpagmiut [people of the
Yukon River] and others farther on. Perhaps there is something
there, but there is no hope as to sea otters.
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One does not see even a small piece of this fur in their dress.
Perhaps there are river beavers there and farther on the much
wished-for strait connecting the north sea between Hudson’s Bay
and our sea between Alaska and Bering Strait. . ..

I am shipping to you the samples of iron ores, ochre from which
the paint is made« and iron, also others of a different kind, three
rods of iron forged by me last winter, 1793.

. .There was no time to smelt cast iron and do forging, and to tell
you the truth, I do not know how to do it. . . . | think that you
should send two men who know how to smelt and manufacture iron
on asmall scale. ...

I do not care what the hunters leaving these parts tell you. You
can judge by what has been accomplished if I have spent my time
in idleness and debauch or not....

It is true that we are having good, clean fun on some of the
holidays. For example:

we have music in the evening, and dancing with the Americans,

six or eight couples dancing the kazach’ka, the contredanse, and
others. The islanders watch these dancers with interest. Some of
them are learning different steps, and astonishing others. . . . Of
course, this pastime has been criticized.

It is not true that we drink vodka all the time. Nobody with the
exception of myself and Izmailov makes it, or at least if the hunters
make it too, it is done in such secrecy that | never hear of it. But
when | make it | do so only once or twice per year:

first when I return from a tour of inspection or a journey and find
a barrel or two of raspberry and bilberry juice prepared for this
occasion, and second, on my birthday, I make a bucket of vodka
and treat everybody to it. Sometimes on Christmas and Easterl
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make half a bucket out of snakewood roots, and this is all. We get
so used to living without it, that we do not even think of it. It seems
that the law does not prohibit the manufacture of wine from
berries and roots if it is for one’s own use. Besides, it is beyond the
Russian boundaries and in a new part of the world. Making wine
with mercury, | have rescued from death many who were perishing
from venereal diseases. . . . [Once] | was drunk. . .. If you can call it
vice, then it was vice. ...

In all there are about 1,000 men on ships and baidaras [large open
skin boats]¢ including natives. Besides these the hunters in
baidarkas, counting two men to a baidar- ka, number 1,400. Out of
this number, some men are used for fishing and trapping. ...

[M]any are killed or drowned, too old or too young, or rotten
from a disease well known here. The hunting party in baidarkas is
getting smaller every year and in summertime the villages are
almost abandoned. ...

It seems to me there is nothing more to write, unless | forgot
something in a hurry.

I will wait either for a change in your attitude toward the men and
me, or for the arrival of my successor who will be better than I am.
I remain, wiling to do my best.

Your obedient servant, My dear Sir«
Aleksandr Baranov

As for the vodka shipped to me, or the white brandy or alcohol,
Pribylov while on the high seas swallowed a whole flask without
leaving a drop. . . . It seems that | have to suffer through no fault of
my own, receiving instead of thanks a reprimand and suspicion.

....Your plans for the construction of settlements seem to surpass
human strength and especially the strength of our settlers.
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. . .l forgot to answer your accusation of being friendly with
Captain Moore of the English trading ship [Phoenix]. Your rebuke
astonished me. It shows greed and cupidity without limit. How can
you hope that | would break the holy laws of hospitality and
philanthropy

. .who instead of being called civilized would be called
barbarians and in the world’s history a stain would remain of a
baseness that could not be forgotten. . . . Keep in mind, my Dear
Sirs, that we have not received any information that the English are
our enemies and are at war with our country. . . . | consider the
French our enemies; but | do not take it upon myself to repulse the
English by force from places that are not defined by our
government as being part of the Russian Empire, without getting
first an official order.

. . .Speaking again of economy | do not know what more to say
but are you hinting embezzlement that you repeat so often “I have
not enough capital®”

// JMA”

ALASKA STUDIES ¢ UNIT 4, A Thematic Chronology of Alaska
—Russian American Reader,p.5.
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Letter from Archimandrite loasaf to Shelikhov:«
sent from Kodiak Island

May 18, 1795

Dear Sir:

Grigorei lvanovich.

My dearest friend and benefactor!

| can better feel than express in words the loyalty, respect, and
love that | feel

towards you

To this day | do not know if it was my arrival or your biting
remonstrance that so enraged Baranov. He incites all the hunters
against you, writes calumnies, and persuades everyone to sign
them. He dissents from you in everything. ...

| see nothing good in his business management. There was
starvation from the time of our arrival here and throughout the
winter. We cleaned out yukola [dried fish] that was three years old
and rotten. . . . Mister Baranov and his favorites do not go hungry.
They shoot birds, sea lions, and seals for him. ...

The members of his staff, following his example, are not ashamed
to scoff publicly at the church regulations and to dispute with me.
They say: “We are not such hypocrites that we do not see that these
regulations are made for fools.” Besides being licentious himself, he
and lakov Egorovich spread French free-thinking among others. ..

If 1 had to describe all his acts in detail, it would fill a book. . . . |
do not want him to know that I am writing to you, not because | am
afraid of him but because | do not want to make matters worse. If
he finds out that | wrote to you he will do his best to provoke me
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and if I lose patience | will answer him back. At present | have not
shown anyone my displeasure with Baranov, but he already has
told his friends that he does not like me. ...

I remain forever your friend and will always pray God to give you
good health.

Archimandrite loasaf With brothers [fellow monks]

// JMAS‘

ALASKA STUDIES ¢ UNIT 4, A Thematic Chronology of Alaska
Russian American Reader,p6.
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