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The Semiotics of the Body in Modern Iraqi Poetry: A Case Study of
Hussein Mardan

Asst. Prof. Dr. Hamid Mardan Sharwan
Departmen of Arabic Language / College of Arts/ University of Basrah

Abstract

The modern philosophy of the body emerges from placing the body within the cultural and civilizational
context shaped by postmodernism and its expansive epistemological framework. This framework seeks to
destabilize the foundations of rational philosophical thought by critically examining its principles and
established categories. A key aspect of this critique is the relegation of the body to a marginal, negative, and
inferior status, often viewed as a site of sin and the source of instincts, pleasures, and desires, reducing it to a
mere biological and sensory entity. In contrast, the intellect is exalted to a higher cultural status, perceived as
the source of wisdom, inspiration, and thought. Consequently, the philosophy of the body aims to engage
with these rational perceptions and offer an alternative epistemological perspective rooted in postmodern
theories. This approach challenges traditional views of the body, advocating for a more nuanced

understanding of its significance and complexity within human experience and identity.

Keywords: body representations, cultural domination, commodification of the
body, suppression, identity, sexual eroticism.
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