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Jewelry & Ornaments in the Ayyubid era
(567-648 AH/1171-1250 AD)

Assist.Prof. Shahla Burhan Abdullah
Deptartment of History / College of Arts / Sallah Aldeen University

Abstract
The Ayyubid era (567—648 AH / 1171—1250 AD) witnessed a notable interest in the craftsmanship of

jewelry and ornaments, despite its relatively short span of 81 years and its being a time of wars and both
internal and external conflicts. Nevertheless, it left behind social and economic roles that highlight how
jewelry making was not limited to adornment and beautification. It also reflected social meanings and
functions, offering insight into the societal hierarchy, distinguishing between the general public and the elite,
particularly the latter, among other roles. Moreover, this industry played a significant economic role,
contributing notably to the economic cycle of the Ayyubid state. The currency circulating within this industry

constituted a vital pillar of the economies of Egypt, the Levant, the Hijaz, and Yemen.

Keywords: the Ayyubid era, Jewelry and ornaments, wars, conflicts, jobs, social,
economic.
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