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Colonial Greed in Cambodia
During the 16" Century to the End of the 18™ Century

Assistant Professor Dr. Hussein Abdul-Kadhum Oda

General Directorate of Basra Education / Center for
Educational Research and Studies

Abstract:

This research deals with the European ambitions in
Cambodia during the 16" century, as more and more
Europeans reached Southeast Asia by sea after Portuguese
trips around Cape of Good Hope. The Spanish and
Portuguese "invaders' were able to annex the region relying
on small armies using gunpowder and cannons, but they did
not, and instead they settled in the country, and some of them
assumed positions in the Cambodian royal court. Moreover,
Cambodia and Siam controlled Cambodia during the 17
century until the end of the 18™ century. Cambodia was a
flourishing marine kingdom, and as a result both Siam and
Vietnam were able to annex many lands, as well as effectively
controlled the Cambodian royal family.

Keywords: Cambodia, East Asia, international conflicts, colonialism
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-Michael Leifer, Dictionary of the Modern Politics of South-East Asia, Routledge,
New York, 1995, P. 11. ¢ Breanna Atwood, Khmer Rouge: Evolution of the Academic
Debate, A Senior Project, The Faculty of the History Department California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo, March, 2010, P. 3.

"_David Chandler, Cambodia's Historical Legacy in: The Author is Unknown, An
International Review of Peace Initiatives Safeguarding Peace: Cambodia's
Constitutional Challenge, Published by Conciliation Resources, London, and In
association with The Khmer Institute of Democracy, Phnom Penh, 1998, P. 12.
¢ The Author is Unknown, Observance and Memorial- The Cambodian Genocide, N.
P.,N.D., P. 2.
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- The Encyclopedia Britannica, 2019. http://www.britannica.com
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of Kambu: The Political Imagination of Angkorian Cambodiam, Thesis Presented to
South and Southeast Asian Studies, University of California, Berkeley, Fall 2011, P. 1.
Y-Ben Kiernan, Myth, nationalism and genocide, Journal of Genocide Research,
Carfax Publishing Taylor & Francis Group, 2001, P. 189. ¢ Herbert D. Bowman,
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Chhum Daravudh, Vietnam and the Cambodian Tragedy, Published
Research,Cambodian Perspective Review, December, 2013, P. 92. .

"_Quoted in: Isabelle Chan, Rethinking Transitional Justice: Cambodia, Genocide,
and a Victim-Centered Model, Published Research, Macalester College, 5-1-2006,
P. 37. ¢ Karen Faye D Souza and Shreya Sarkar, Eyewitness Travel Cambodia and

Laos, Orling Kindersley Limited, London, 2011, P. 37.
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*_Lindsay French, Hierarchies of Value at Angkor Wat, Journal Ethnos Journal of
Anthropology Rhode Island School of Design, Providence, RI, USA, Routledge,
Taylor & Francis Ltd, Vol. 64, Issue 2, 1999, P. 173. ¢ 7. Michael Charles Rakower,
The Khmer Rouge: An Analysis of One of the World’s Most Brutal Regimes, N. P., N.
D. P. 207.
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-Daniel White, Cambodia & Laos, 1st Edition, Wiley Publishing, Inc., Hoboken,
New Jersey, 2010, PP.1-10.
*'_Hilary Grant, Manipulations of Cambodian Nationalism: From French Colonial

Rule to Current Polity, Published Research, Memorial University, Volume 1, Winter
2009, P. 30. ¢ Simon Springer, Cambodia's Neoliberal Order Violence,
authoritarianism, and the contestation of public space, Routledge Taylor & Francis
Group, London and New York, 20 10, P. 55. ¢ Charles E. Locke, Jr, Jr., The heirs
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-Reports of the Chinese Journalists Delegation to Cambodia, flighting Cambodia,
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