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A Study of Women's Practice of Prostitution and Dancing
during the Safavid Era 1501-1722 AD through the Books of
European Travelers

Asst. Lect. Oday Sami Faris
Prof. Dr. Mishaal Mfarih Dhahir
Department of History / College of Art /University of Basra

Abstract:

The phenomenon of prostitution and dancing was not accidental in many
societies, whether Arab or foreign, but was spread as an impact of different
conditions. During the Safavid era, Iran was not an exception. This
phenomenon was largely spread especially in the capital Isfahan. Data of

this study is obtained through what travelers wrote about the social

situation in that period, particularily the presence of thousands of
prostitutes and unchaste women, some of them were registered with the

government and others were not. The Safavid government imposed taxes

on many of them, so many were therefore working officially.

Keywords.Women, Prostitutes, Dancing, Taxes, Parties, Isfahan, the
Safavid.
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