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The Dawn of Renaissance in Arab Liberal Thought* (Al-
Tahtawi as a Model)

Asst. Lect. Ahmed Dakhil Nasser
Directorate of Education/ Thi Qar

Abstract

Al-Tahtawi is considered one of the renaissance thinkers in the early nineteenth
century who contributed to sowing the seeds of Arab liberal thought. As his
theses represented intellectual references for the reformers who came after him
in the Arab world, he tried, through his observations, which he recorded on his
Parisian journey through his book (Talkis Al-lbrez in Talkis Baris) about the
nature of civilized Western societies, especially the French society, such as
advanced political systems and the civil state, and rights man and citizen, and so
on. Al-Tahtawi's interest in translating and reading the political implications of
the European Enlightenment does not mean identification with it. Each nation or
people has its own heritage and civilization, and accordingly, Al-Tahtawi tried to
quote what can be benefited from and what he deems valid with regard to good
governance systems that respect the rights of the subjects, meet the

requirements of the times and are in harmony with the Arab-Islamic culture.
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