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he Conflict between the Afghan resistance and Najibullah
government.

Res.Shaheed Abdulrida Abd-Ali
Prof.Dr.Anower Gasseb Shanta
Department of History / College of Arts / University of Basrah

Abstract

Afghanistan paid the price for its strategic location and proximity to the Soviet
Union, which led to the latter's invasion in 1979. The invasion lasted for ten
years, during which the Afghans faced several challenges and lost countless
lives. When the Soviets realized that they could not remain in Afghanistan, and
that it was becoming a bleeding wound for them, as Mikhail Gorbachev
described it after taking over the leadership of the Communist Party in the
Soviet Union on March 11, 1985, they had to make the government in
Afghanistan loyal to them or, at the very least, neutral and not against them. To
achieve this, they chose Najibullah, a member of the Battercham wing of the
Afghan Democratic People's Party and a Pashtun, the ethnic group with the
largest percentage of the population and dominant in Afghanistan. They
supported him in various political, economic, and military fields even before the

Soviets entrance to the cou ntry.
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