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The Role of Legislation in Consolidating French Colonialism in
Algeria (1900-1914) ¢

Researcher: Jaafar Jabbar Mohsen
Professor Dr. Nazim Rashim Ma‘touk
Department of History, College of Arts, University of Basra

Abstract

During its occupation of Algeria, particularly between 1900 and 1914, France
issued a series of laws, decrees, and regulations covering political, judicial,
economic, and social aspects of life. These legislative measures were intended
to strengthen and expand French colonial control over Algeria and to place the
country under direct colonial domination. They also aimed to ensure the full
exploitation of Algeria’s economic and human resources in support of France’s
preparations for the First World War.

This study examines and analyzes these legislations by identifying their main
objectives, contents, and consequences. It also investigates the reactions they
provoked among both Algerians and the French. Through this analysis, the
research highlights the role of colonial legislation as a tool for reinforcing
French authority and suppressing Algerian society during the early twentieth
century.

Keywords: French legislation, laws, French colonialism, Algeria,
Indigenous Code, compulsory conscription law.
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