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The Heavy Emphatic Nun Attached to the Present Tense Verb in the
Qur’anic Text: A Phonetic—Physical Study
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Abstract

This study investigates the phonetic—physical properties of the heavy emphatic nizn when
attached to the present tense verb in the Qur’anic text. It aims to analyze the phonetic structure of
the present tense verb in conjunction with the geminated emphatic nin, examining its structure
and tracing the transformations it undergoes in light of modern phonetic principles and within the
framework of the Arabic syllabic system. The study relies on computer-assisted acoustic analysis
techniques, which provide high scientific accuracy in observing phonetic phenomena.

In its applied dimension, the research employs the Praat software to analyze selected Qur’anic
samples. Through this process, phonetic analysis was conducted, and the distinctive physical
characteristics of the geminated emphatic nin were identified. The study is organized into two
main sections: the first addresses the theoretical framework, outlining the concept and phonetic
nature of the geminated emphatic nin, while the second is devoted to applied analysis, where
changes accompanying the attachment of the nin to the present tense verb are examined through
spectrographic analysis.

The findings reveal that the principles of ease and flexibility play a fundamental role in
explaining the structural transformations of verbs when combined with the emphatic nin. These
transformations may involve syllable reorganization or the emergence of heavy syllables,
prompting speakers to resolve them by shortening long vowels, deleting similar sounds, or
separating segments through the lengthening of short vowels. The results also indicate that the
geminated emphatic nin is characterized by noticeable temporal lengthening and relatively
increased intensity, in addition to variations in its phonetic features depending on the syllabic
context and adjacent vowels. This enhances its auditory prominence and highlights its semantic
function in the Qur’anic text.

Accordingly, the study reveals the deep interconnection between phonetic structure, grammatical
structure, and semantic function within the Arabic linguistic system.

Keywords: present tense verb, heavy emphatic niin, transformations, phonetic
study, physical analysis.
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