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Geographical Analysis of the Extent of Commercial Influence in the
City of Al-Qurna

Asst. Lect. Adnan Abdul Amir Maki Al-Ba’'aj

Professor Dr. Salah Hashem Zghir Al-Asadi

Department of Geography / College of Education for Humanities / University
of Basrah

Abstract

The study of the commercial influence of the city and its centers of impact is one of the
important factors that contribute to achieving the goals and plans of comprehensive
development. These areas of influence represent a field for economic cohesion and the unity of
the natural and human elements of the city. This study focuses on the extent of the commercial
use of the region and its impact on surrounding areas and cities, to understand the role that goods
play in expanding the scope and range of influence. Additionally, it seeks to uncover the capacity
of this usage to meet the needs of the city's population and its region in terms of goods and
services. The study aims to explore the impact of this use and uncover the key problems and
obstacles preventing its expansion, on the basis of which a set of suggestions were formulated.

To address the data gap, a questionnaire was distributed to a random sample of visitors from
neighboring areas and cities. A total of 300 questionnaires were distributed. The study revealed
that the areas under the influence of this commercial use include the Imam Al-Qaim district, Al-
Sadiq district, Azizuddin Salim district, Al-Shafi district, Al-Dair district, Al-Nashwa district,
Al-Aziz district in Maysan Governorate, and Al-Jabayish district in Dhi Qar Governorate, but
with varying proportions. The highest percentage of visitors came from the direct region of the
city, accounting for 59% of the sample size, while the remaining 41% were from the city's
indirect region. Furthermore, the study found that 56% of the total sample visited the city for
shopping purposes.

Keywords: Commercial use, city, areas of influence, wide region, central
commercial area.
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