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The Military Role of Commander Qutayba ibn Muslim al-Babhili in
the Conquest of the Lands Beyond the River (86-96 AH / 705-715
AD)

Asst. Lect. Shaker Dakhel Shbeeb
General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar Province

Abstract

This research aims to highlight the distinguished military role of Commander Qutayba
ibn Muslim al-Bahili in the conquest of the lands beyond the river (Transoxiana). These
lands were of great importance due to their strategic geographical location, which served
as a gateway for spreading Islam to other countries and as a trade route for Islamic
commerce. Additionally, the abundance of fresh water and fertile soil made most of the
land suitable for agriculture and pastures. The region's population consisted primarily of
"Turks and Persians,"” while Arabs entered the region alongside military operations led by
"Al-Muhallab ibn Abi Sufra,” the governor of Khorasan. However, the conquest
operations stalled due to the mountainous nature of the region and the insufficient
number of Muslim troops. Upon Qutayba al-Bahili's arrival and his assumption of
leadership following Al-Muhallab, he succeeded in conquering this vital land and settling
Arabs there, due to his bravery and political and military acumen. From a young age,
Qutayba had been actively involved in conquests and wars, which led to his appointment
as the commander of the army and governor of Khorasan in 86 AH (705 AD). From
there, he began to develop military plans to advance the conquest of the lands beyond the
river. With his political skill, he adopted a "divide and conquer" strategy, sowing discord
between the various peoples and kingdoms, which led to constant infighting, thus
facilitating the Arab conquest and settlement of the region. The locals even began to seek
help from Qutayba. His military operations were divided into phases, starting with the
first campaign in 86 AH (705 AD) to conquer Tokharistan. After its conquest, he
advanced toward Bukhara in 87 AH (706 AD), and then captured Khwarazm and
Samarkand between 91 AH and 93 AH (710-712 AD). He completed the conquest of the
lands beyond the river by capturing Fergana and Shash in 94 AH (713 AD). As a result,
Islam spread throughout the region, many mosques were built, and they became centers
for teaching the Qur'an and the Sunnah. These centers became meeting points for
scholars from various regions. The Muslims gained substantial material rewards from the
spoils and the agricultural lands they controlled and settled in, strengthening the Muslim
armies. Thus, the conguest of the lands beyond the river was completed.

Keywords: Qutayba al-Bahili, military role, lands beyond the river.
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