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Humanization of Religion in Feuerbach's Philosophy and Its Impact
on the Individual's Self

Dr. Najm Abdi Slo
Department of Philosophy / College of Arts / University of Mosul

Abstract

The subject of humanizing religion is considered one of the important topics that
preoccupied the minds of many scholars and philosophers who defended man’s humanity
by liberating himself from some of the restrictions of theologians. Therefore, one of the
most prominent defenders of man’s existence was the philosopher Feuerbach. He wanted
to build a humanistic religion based on man by asking questions. In his writings, the
relationship between man and religion was crystallized, as we find that Feuerbach, in his
two books (The Essence of Christianity) and (The Origin of Religion), which specialize
in the religious aspect, makes man a fundamental focus of the principle of religious truth
and certainty. Man is the essence of religion, and God is the image of man, on the one
hand.

On the other hand, we note that Feuerbach linked human religion to feelings and feelings
emanating from the human being by searching for the source of these feelings, and in the
end he sees a feeling of dependence as the source of the humanization of religion.

In general, the humanization of religion in Feuerbach's entire philosophy is centered
around one axis, which is man. Knowing God is knowing man himself, for man is the
basis of religion and the basis of existence.

Based on the above, the research came within two sections. The first section talked about
definitions of religion, and we divided it into two points. The first section talked about
the linguistic definition. The second section talked about the conventional definition of
religion and we talked about many definitions in various fields. As for the second section,
it was entitled What is the humanization of religion and its impact on the individual? We
divided it into three main points. The first point, we talked about reducing religion to
man, and the second point, we talked about the stages of development of Feuerbach’s
religious thinking and divided it into four stages. As for the third and final point, we
devoted it to talking about self-interpretation. Religion for the individual, through three
basic axes: the first is fear, the second is love, and the third is dependency.

Keywords: Human, Religion, Humanization of Religion, Religious Sentiment, Feuerbach.
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