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The Principle of Maximum Etiquette in Qur'anic Dialogue:
The Case of Surah Al-Kahf

Dr. Raed Imad Ahmed
Department of Arabic Language / College of Arts/ University of Basrah

Abstract

This research examines the principle of maximum etiquette and the rules derived
from it in Qur'anic dialogue. Surah Al-Kahf is selected because it includes four
stories rich with dialogues: the story of the People of the Cave, the story of the
Owner of the Two Gardens, the story of Prophet Musa (PBUH) and the righteous
servant, and the story of Dhul-Qarnayn. Etiquette in dialogue plays a crucial role in
the success of communication between the speaker and the recipient. The rules of
the principle of maximum etiquette focus on the recipient, as Leech formulated his
principles based on the law of gain and loss, where the gain of the other is at the
expense of the self's loss.

Keywords: Qur'anic dialogue, Surah Al-Kahf, principle of maximum
etiquette, pragmatics.
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