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Nabih Berri's Role in the 1985 TWA Hijacking and

Hostage-taking Case

Zahra Gharghan Gari Al-Ka’abi

Prof.Dr. Farkad Abbas Qasaim

University of Basrah/ College of Education for Human Sciences/
Department of History

Abstract:

This research reveals the stand of President Nabih Berri on the hijacking of the
TWE plane and his efforts to end the crisis caused by the hijacking of "“TWI" Flight
847 from Athens to Rome with 153 passengers on board. This operation was
adopted at the time by a group calling themselves "The Underdogs on Earth”
which was claimed to have links with the Lebanese Hezbollah. It took place on
June 14, 1985, and during it an American citizen was killed. As a result, the
United States tried to release the hostages through contact with the local,
regional and international powers that influence the Shiite group that carried out
that operation. The United States preferred to attach the negotionation process
to Nabih Berri as the leader of the Amal Movement, although he was claimed to
be cooperating with Damascus and receiving Syrian support. He was able to
maintain his independence and, with his political acumen, in cooperation with

the regional powers, he was able to end that process and release the hostages.

Keywords: Hizballah, Nabih Berri, The hijacked US Air Force TWA.
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