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The Ruler’s Asceticism, ALI BIN ABI TALIB (peace be
upon him), ""the Prince of Believers"', as a Model

Lect.Dr. Muhammad Ahmad Abel Al-Rikabi
Al-Zubair Preparatory School for Boys/General Directorate of

Education in Basrah Governorate

Abstract:

Asceticism was not a philosophy, way of thinking or a theory launched by
Imam Ali bin Abi-Talib (pbuh) with his words, speeches to guide people to
abandon worldly desires and chattel towards simple life and mysticism. Rather,
asceticism was the sure output of his ordinary daily life and life of his household
that no one else has reached before him except the Prophet (pbuh). He has
become an unrivalled transcendent model that all scholars, philosophers, clerics,
politicians and rulers will never dispute. The Imam has outdone all of the
definitions of asceticism in food, clothing and life welfare to embody its
philosophical, ethical and religious essence. This allowed him to occupy a
distinctive venue in ruling people’s life and affairs. They found in him the real
Imam and just ruler when Kufa experienced better life conditions: the poor
people and orphans secured their living and all felt the very equality, justice and

real Islamic ruling.

Keywords: Asceticism, the prophet, The Prince of Believers, Ethics, the
poor people, Ruling.
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